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BOOK EEVIEWS 1 

La nationalite dans les principaux Etats du Globe. By Ernest Lehr. 
Paris: A. Pedone. 1909. pp.227. 

This modest volume by Professor Lehr gives, for forty-nine different 
countries alphabetically arranged, the rules of each governing the acquisi- 
tion, the loss and the regaining of nationality. These rules are prefaced 
by a chapter of summaries. It seems a good and useful compilation. 
Covering so wide a field in minute detail, absolute accuracy may not have 
been attainable. The author dwells upon the constantly changing rules 
which would make certainty as to the law at any given moment perhaps 
impossible. Nor can the reviewer presume to a knowledge of the laws of 
all nations respecting citizenship. His criticism will relate to omission 
rather than commission, and it is not criticism so much as regret that the 
statement of the law could not have been brought down a little nearer to 
the publication date, and that so full and complete a treatise could not 
have been made a little more complete. 

For instance, it rather is a pity not to have included the South African 
Eepublic in the list of countries discussed, in spite of its loss of sover- 
eignty, for the sake of historical completeness, inasmuch as the question 
of naturalization there was one of the leading causes of the memorable 
war with Great Britain. 

The separation of Norway from Sweden in 1905 is apparently too 
recent an event to be noticed even in a work published in 1909, and in 
consequence we are not told whether the dissolution of the union has 
modified the naturalization laws of either country ; whether, for example, 
the subjects of the one resorting to the other are regarded with peculiar 
favor. 

The important United States Citizenship Act, approved March 2, 1907, 
is likewise unnoticed. This Act has an interesting provision by which 
subjects of other states naturalized in the United States, upon resump- 
tion of residence for two years in their country of origin, or for five 
years in any other foreign country, are presumed to have lost their 
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American citizenship. Our naturalization treaty of 1868 with the North 
German Union furnishes a precedent for the two year presumption clause, 
but this has not caught the notice of the author. In fact, in section 50, 
he makes a statement directly at variance with the facts under that treaty. 
Eeference is made, section 45, note, to the Bancroft treaty but its prac- 
tical bearing upon German evasion of military service is not touched 
upon. 

In the chapter of summaries which is valuable and interesting par- 
ticularly as showing some peculiar features of naturalization general in 
the Latin-American states, there is no tabulation of the length of resi- 
dence requisite for naturalization, which is a real lack. Is the five year 
period, as in Cuba, really coming into general vogue, or at least is there 
a tendency thereto?- The author should have told us. In these com- 
paratively simple respects, a good treatment of a subject admittedly 
complex might have been made fuller and more recent and perhaps better. 

T. S. Woolset. 

Les Lois De La Guerre et Les Deux Conferences De La Haye (1899- 
1907). By Paul Boidin. Paris: A. Pedone. 1908. pp. 282. 

Lieutenant Boidin is a doctor in law and an instructor in the Military 
School of Bambouillet. His work is another instance of the relatively 
large interest taken by French military men in international law or at 
least that part of the subject dealing with the law of war. And this 
interest is one of the hopeful signs of the times. In a branch of the law 
where so much must be left to the judgment of those who are to observe 
it, as is the case with the law of war and especially that part of it deal- 
ing with war on land, knowledge of its precepts on the part of those 
whose actions are controlled by it is indispensable to its efficacy. It is 
true that the third article of the convention with regard to the laws and 
customs of war on land drawn up at the Second Peace Conference pro- 
vides that a belligerent party which violates the provisions of the annexed 
regulations shall, if the case demands, be liable to pay compensation, and 
it would seem that this provision looks to some at least quasi- judicial 
enforcement of the laws of war on land, but at best it would seem to 
look to some international commission of inquest or arbitration, the prac- 
tical working of which in cases of this kind is for the future to determine. 
Up to the present at least the enforcement of the laws of war on land has 
lain with the military authorities of the respective belligerents, subject to 
such control by the political authorities in notable cases as considerations 



